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Introduction to A Rocha UK

A Rocha UK is a Christian charity working for the protection and restoration of
the natural world and committed to equipping Christians and churches in the UK
to care for the environment. We do this through our practical involvement in
community nature conservation projects, and by engaging with churches,
schools, land owners, communities and individuals – educating, equipping and
inspiring them to participate in caring for the earth and its resources. Our vision is
for Christians and Churches of all denominations to care for creation as an
integral part of loving their neighbours and following God faithfully.
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Introduction to so many types and so different

Title Education Plan 2. So many types and so different.
Subject Science, RE (supporting material and ideas at end to supplement), literacy.
Overview & age Living and non-living things. Suggested age range 6 - 7 year olds
Time 3 hours, full morning or afternoon.
Location(s) A mixture of in and outdoor activities, need an area with long grass.
Learning
Objectives

● To compare differences between living, dead and non-living things.
● To identify and name some plants and animals in grassland habitats.
● To appreciate the awe and wonder of nature: so many types and such a

variety of species or biodiversity.
● To use scientific enquiry.
● To develop a deeper understanding of the Creation story.

Resources in
order of usage

● Document Resource 1: The ARUK guide to similar species
● Document Resource 2: MRS NERG
● 10-12 Egg boxes, coloured in, or
● Document Resource 3: Colour pallet (same as from EP 1)
● An animal skeleton (or part of) set up in the grass for the mystery section 2b
● Sweep nets, specimen jars, field study guides.
● Card A6 size, pencils, clipboards, disposable cameras.Plant and flower

guides.
● Document Resource 4: Botanical Art by Merrill Plowman
● The Creation: Pop-up Book by Brian Wildsmith.
● Document Resource 5: Bird matching cards
● Document Resource 6: Bible passages
● Document Resource 7: Honeycomb template
● Document Resource 8: Honeycomb example

Preparation /
space required

Preparation: set up animal skeleton outside (earlier in the day).

Start indoors or outdoors. Transfer to an outdoor area.
Transfer to an outdoor area where the skeleton has been set up.
Then transfer to an area with long grass for grass sweeping to admire and draw
insects and plants.
Come back inside or stay in the field at the end, but would be good to have the
ability to sing and watch a song video (see *). Activities are reading a book,
Biblical discussion, singing, creative writing, drawing and more.

Disclaimer These resources are a set of free environmental education materials,
provided by A Rocha UK to schools, colleges and youth groups. They
may be printed for event use, but please acknowledge A Rocha UK and
the authors of the material (where supplied).
It is the responsibility of the individual or institution using the education
plans to ensure that a full Risk Assessment has been carried out and that
adequate insurance provision has been given for the activities.
It is also the responsibility of that same individual or institution to ensure
the activity is age appropriate and suitably supervised by qualified
individuals.
A Rocha UK takes no responsibility for any loss, damage, injury, death or
litigation related in whole or in part to any event or activity related to the
plan.
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Education Plan Activities

Time Leader Children
0. & 1. Total
time 20
mins

5-10 mins

5-10 mins

2. Total
time 15
mins
5-10 mins

5-10 mins

0. Background – Setting the scene
Welcome and thank you to A Rocha UK for providing the
education plan (please see our Contents Page for an overview
of our charity’s work, which we would be delighted for you to
share about here).

1. Introduction and engagement
1a. Introduction
(Resources: 1 The ARUK guide to similar species)
We are going to be scientists today, studying nature. We will try
and name the different species; see what they look like and how
they’re different.

Using the resource, discuss and show the similar but different
species. Ask questions to see if they can see the differences.

1b. Differences NC: 2/L/a
(Resources: 2 MRS NERG)
Discuss the differences between living, dead (but used to be
alive) and non-living things. E.g. grass, the buildings, any
creature that can be seen, tree and soil (tricky as it is a mixture
between non-living small stones and living ants).

Give clear definitions (using MRS NERG resource) of:
Movement, Reproduction, Sensitivity, Nutrition, Excretion,
Respiration, Growth. Explain each in turn.

2. Outdoor activities NC: 2//E/ab 2/W/bde.
2a. Starter
(Resources: 3 Colour pallet or coloured egg boxes)
Split children into groups of 2 or 3. Give each group a Colour
pallet or coloured egg box. Ask the children to find something
from nature the same colour as each square / section of the egg
box.

2b. Mystery NC: 2/W/abe, 2/L/a.
(Resources: An animal skeleton)
Take the group to the area of the sheep or goat skeleton placed
earlier in the morning. Ask the children can they help solve the
mystery, please?
Another way of doing this is if there is a dead pigeon or rodent.
While random, the children can be fascinated with these things
but be prepared for emotions. I prefer the planned skeleton to
the random dead creature.

What is this? Take 6 questions with no answers to see who can
sort out the mystery of this animal's death.
Tell them it could have been natural causes but that an adult
had set it up earlier.

End with: This used to be a living thing but is now dead. It

Listen and look at
the logo.

Listen to the
introduction.

Listen and look at
the resource.
Discuss and Q & A

Discuss the
differences
between living and
non-living things.

Listen and look at
resource pictures.

Go outside.
Take items from
nature to match the
colour pallet (egg
box). Connect with
nature on their own
(building up
confidence).

Take part in the
mystery

Q & A

Listen
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3. Total
time 1 hour

20 mins

10 mins

20 mins

5 mins

5 mins

10 mins

decomposes which can help give life. Therefore it shows the
progression from living to dead and encourages new life.

3. Insects & Plants
If you have a large group of children, divide into two: the first
group look at insects - catching minibeasts & basic identification,
the second group look at plants - observation & basic
identification.

Insects NC: 2/W/bdf, 2/L/c, 2/A/a.
3a. Wildlife explorer scientists
(Resources: Sweep nets, specimen jars & field guides)
Now we are going to be scientists, by trying to catch and
investigating insects. Divide children into pairs and give each
pair a net, a specimen jar and a magnifying glass. If they catch
something, ask them to come back to base where there will be a
set of guides to help them identify the creatures.

Catch minibeasts in the long grass or under rocks or stones.

Basic introduction to taxonomy identification; does it have
wings? How many legs? How many body sections? If antennae,
are they straight or curved - plain or feathered? What colour is
your minibeast? Name it yourself, if you cannot find it in the
guide.

3b. Admiring insects
(Resources: Card A6 size, pencils, clipboards, disposable
cameras)
If you have more time they could also draw the minibeast or
take a photograph of each one to research the name inside.

Plants NC: 2/W/f, 2/W/bdf, 2/L/c, 2/P/a.
3c. Wildlife Artists.
(Resources: 4 Botanical Art by Merrill Plowman, card A6 size,
pencils, clipboards, disposable cameras)
Show the Botanical Art resource. Get them to name the different
parts of the plant and ask what plants need to grow?
Sunlight, water, nutrients from the soil etc.

Split children into groups of 2 or 3. Ask them to choose some
plants or flowers to photograph or draw. Remind children not to
pick them as they need to stay in the soil to grow.

If not drawing outside, take photographs of their chosen flora
(plant or flower) and move inside.
If drawing outside, give each group card, pencils, clipboards.

Children draw.
Ask questions: does it have a flower? What colour is it? How
many petals and what shape are they? What are the leaves
like? Look at the shape and colour.
Point to the botanical art again to inspire them, explaining that

In an outside area
with long grass
area.

Listen to
instructions and in
pairs, collect
resources.

In pairs, catch
minibeasts in the
grass. Identify as
many creatures as
possible.

Draw or
photograph insects.

In an outside area
rich in flowers and
plants.

Listen and look at
the botanical art
picture. Q & A.

In pairs explore,
looking at plants
and flowers.

Photograph plants
or flowers.
Collect resources.

Do a detailed
drawing.
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10 mins

4. Total
time 30
mins

15 mins

15 mins

the artist really took in the details of each plant that was of
interest to her.

3d. Identifying plants and flowers
(Resources: Plant and flower guides)
With either the same or a different plant or flower, help the
children identify it, using the resource guides and above
questions.

Do a pencil sketch of it, note and add the colours.

To finish, share results with the entire group, see if there are
many repeats. Does anyone notice any difference in what has
been noted / drawn. Special parts of interest?

4. What’s in a name (inside or outside)
4a. The Creation story
(Resources: The Creation pop-up Book by Brian Wildsmith, 6
Bible passages - Genesis 2, song video*)
Read the creation story with The Creation pop-up book
resource.

This is from the beginning of the Bible and tells the story about
God making the world the creatures in it and people. God gives
the people he made a job to do. What was it?
To give names to all the living creatures.

Read Genesis 2:19-20a from Bible passages resource. The
Bible tells us how the job of giving names started but it’s not
finished. Scientists are still finding creatures we haven’t given
names to yet – can you believe that? So it’s a big job, like the
job you were given to find the names of the flowers and
minibeasts.

If possible sing song together ‘Man gave names to all the
animals’ from video below, lyrics are on it *:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdrkZU3jM3Y

4b. What’s in a name? NC: 2/W/de.
(Resources: 5 Bird matching cards)
Ask ‘What’s in a name?’ (Can refer back to what they learnt
from insects / plants / flowers).

Show / pass round pictures of common birds from the resource.
Usually it is how it looks, sounds or where it comes from.
Generalisations only at this stage. Some good examples are:
Blackcap, Goldcrest, Whitethroat and Blue Tit.

A chiffchaff is named after it’s call, which is chiff chaff, chiff
chaff, etc. Another bird’s call in spring sounds like ‘Teacher,
teacher, teacher’. But it is not called teacher bird - since it is the
largest of the tit species - a Great Tit.

Q & A. Listen and
identify local
flowers or plants
from a guide.

Sketch it’s details.

Share & discuss
the insects and
flowers identified.

Listen and look at
the book.

Think and answer

Listen

Sing the song
together.

Listen and Q & A.

Look at pictures of
birds and have an
educated guess of
its name, introduce
proper name
labels.
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5. Total
time 45
mins
5 mins

5 mins

25 mins

10 mins

Plenary

Not all birds are named after their call. Sometimes they are
named by the way they catch food or their habits – Flycatcher,
Kingfisher, Wagtail, Turnstone, Woodpecker. Sometimes it is a
combination of what they do and how they look.

5. Your turn to be creative (inside or outside)
(Resources: 6 Bible passages - Psalm 65, 7 Honeycomb
template, 8 Honeycomb example)
Read Psalm 65 verses, from Bible passages resource. What is
the author trying to describe? Try and use your own words…
The person who wrote this Psalm sees how God has created
and looks after all of nature (using poetry and pictures).

What words would you use to describe the things we found /
saw / drew today? Write about that and what they need each
day. Can you think, how does God provide for their needs?

Write / draw about the creature or plant you saw earlier (on the
honeycomb template resource), with their favourite part inside
the honeycomb. Could write an interesting fact about it / poem /
prayer. Why do you like it? How does it feel if you touch it?
Can do more than one if they want.

Share - ask the children to read theirs out (if they want).

Add them all to a patchwork quilt or hexagonal outline, see
honeycomb example resource. Do as many as you need to
make it a display.

Summarise:
We’ve been scientists today, what do scientists do when they
look at and think about nature?
Name the different species; find what they look like; how they’re
different; try and understand how they live and grow and breed.

What things have you thought about / felt today (when looking at
the creatures)?
There are so many different creatures; they look different and do
different things; we need to name and look after them.

How do we do that?

Listen for
inspiration.
Q & A.

Q & A.

Think, write and
draw creatively
about the creatures
observed.

Share about the
variety of different
species.
Add each one to
make a complete
patchwork or
honeycomb.

Listen and Q & A.

Connect with
caring for the
creatures.
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Copyright Information

The ARUK guide to similar species - images of birds and insects by Norman Crowson

MRS NERG by Amy Lewis and clip art images

Botanical Art, painting of Iris reticulata, by Merrill Plowman. Used for A Rocha UK educational project,
but not for any other purpose such as reproduction for sale etc. Copyright Merrill Plowman BASS
(Botanical Art Society of Sussex)

*‘Man gave names to all the animals’ song to watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdrkZU3jM3Y
‘Man gave names to all the animals’ copyright information:
https://chords-and-tabs.net/song/name/bob-dylan-man-gave-names-to-all-the-animals-2?do=favorite

This is an acknowledgment of the resources we have used. Please be aware of the Authors’ Licensing
and Collecting Society, which collects payments on behalf of an author when his or her books are
photocopied.
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Document Resources Inventory - print all once unless specified otherwise

0 A Rocha UK introduction

1. The ARUK Guide to similar species – words and pictures

2. MRS NERG – words and pictures

3. Colour Pallet Print one per group of 2-3 children

4. Botanical Art by Merrill Plowman BASS (Botanical Art Society of Sussex) – painting of Iris
reticulata

5. Bird matching cards – pictures and labels

6. Bible passages

7. Honeycomb template Print one for each child

8. Honey example – picture
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Document Resource 1: The ARUK guide to similar species

Bush-Crickets and Grasshoppers
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Document Resource 1: The ARUK guide to similar species

Moths and Butterflies
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Document Resource 1: The ARUK guide to similar species

Dragonflies and Damselflies
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Document Resource 1: The ARUK guide to similar species

Frogs and Toads
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Document Resource 2: MRS NERG

Movement
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Document Resource 2: MRS NERG

Reproduction
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Document Resource 2: MRS NERG

Sensitivity
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Document Resource 2: MRS NERG

Nutrition
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Document Resource 2: MRS NERG

Excretion

17



Document Resource 2: MRS NERG

Respiration
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Document Resource 2: MRS NERG

Growth
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Document Resource 4: Botanical Art by Merrill Plowman

Iris reticulata © Copyright Merrill Plowman BASS (Botanical Art Society of Sussex)

21



Document Resource 5: Bird matching cards

1 2

3 4
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Document Resource 5: Bird matching cards

5 6

7 8
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Document Resource 5: Bird matching cards

9 10

11 12

24



Document Resource 5: Bird matching cards

Common
Whitethroat

Goldcrest

Great Tit
Great

Spotted
Woodpecker
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Document Resource 5: Bird matching cards

Chiffchaff Pied
Wagtail

Robin Kingfisher
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Document Resource 5: Bird matching cards

Spotted
Flycatcher Blackcap

Blue Tit Turnstone
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Document Resource 5: Bird matching cards

(In photo order)
1. Goldcrest

2. Great Tit

3. Turnstone

4. Pied Wagtail

5. Robin

6. Chiffchaff

7. Spotted Flycatcher

8. Great Spotted Woodpecker

9. Blackcap

10. Blue Tit

11. Kingfisher

12. Common Whitethroat
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Document Resource 6: Bible passages

Genesis chapter 2 verses 19 - 20a (New International Version)
19 Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the
birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them;
and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name.
20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild
animals.”

Psalm chapter 65 verses 9 - 13 (New Century Version)
9 You take care of the land and water it; you make it very fertile.
The rivers of God are full of water. Grain grows because you make it grow.
10 You send rain to the plowed fields; you fill the rows with water.
You soften the ground with rain, and then you bless it with crops.
11 You give the year a good harvest, and you load the wagons with many crops.
12 The desert is covered with grass and the hills with happiness.
13 The pastures are full of flocks, and the valleys are covered with grain.
Everything shouts and sings for joy.
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Document Resource 7: Honeycomb template
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Document Resource 8: Honeycomb example
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Additional Resources List

Resources you may need to purchase (prices may be subject to change)

Resource Price Source Web address
Beginners Sweep
Net

£22.99 each
(X7=£160.93)

NHBS https://www.nhbs.com/beginners-sweep-net
Also used in EP 4 & 6

15 specimen jars
(in packs of 5)

£3.95 each
(X3 = £11.85)

Wildforms http://www.wildforms.co.uk/five-bug-collecting-jars.html
Also used in EP 4 & 6

Garden Bugs and
Beasties Guide

£3.30 FSC https://www.field-studies-council.org/shop/publications/ga
rden-bugs-and-beasties/

30 clipboards £1.50 each
(X30 =
£45.00)

The
Works

https://www.theworks.co.uk/p/files-folders/a4-acrylic-clipb
oard/5052089182219.html
Also used in EP 6

Colour Pencils
(pack of 15)

£1.00 each
+£2.99 P&P
(X3 = £5.99)

The
Works

https://www.theworks.co.uk/p/coloured-pencils/colour-pe
ncils---pack-of-15/5052089125346.html

Disposable
Cameras (5 pack)

£39.99 Argos https://www.argos.co.uk/product/8173977

Flower Guide £3.30 FSC https://www.field-studies-council.org/publications/pubs/de
scribing-flowers/

Plant Guide
(dependent on local
geology)

£3.30 FSC https://www.field-studies-council.org/shop/publications/w
oodland-plants-identification-chart/

‘The Creation: A
Pop-up Book’ by
Brian Wildsmith

£5.87 Alibris -
Goodwill
Books

https://www.alibris.co.uk/Creation-A-Pop-Up-Book-Brian-
Wildsmith/book/8346886?matches=9

Total cost: £275.21

Other resources inventory

1. (10 or 1 per group of 2-3 children) Egg boxes (of 6 sections) with each section a different nature
colour by sticking in Document Resource 2: Colour pallet. (For collecting nature items in)

2. An animal skeleton (or part of)

3. 30 Clipboards

4. Card A6 size – 8 sheets of plain A4 card cut into quarters – for drawing
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