
There are 8 native amphibian species in Britain: natterjack toad, common toad, common frog, 
pool frog,  northern pool frog, great crested newt, smooth newt and palmate newt. They are of  
two orders: tailless - frogs and toads, and tailed – newts. 
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All about amphibians

• A class of vertebrates that evolved lungs and colonised land but still returns to water to breed. 

• 

• Several species are widespread but none is common; all receive some level of legal protection.

• Common frogs and common toads are “explosive” breeders, congregating in ponds, sometimes 
in large numbers. Females release all their eggs at once. Breeding is usually 14-21 days. 
Combative breeding behaviour and arduous migrations weaken the animals; many will breed 
only once. Thousands of eggs are produced in jelly-like spawn; free-swimming tadpoles graze 
on algae and detritus.

• The rare natterjack toad breeds later in the year than the common frog and common toad; its 
breeding habitats of dune slacks (water-filled depressions between coastal sand dunes) and 
sandy heaths, are scarce and declining in the UK.

• The newt breeding season is more prolonged, lasting up to four months. Mating is less 
combative: during a courtship “dance”, a sperm package is passed from male to female and 
eggs are laid individually on submerged plant leaves. Larval newts (efts) are active predators 
feeding on aquatic invertebrates. All tadpoles and efts are food for predatory invertebrates, fish 
and terrestrial animals.

• For successful breeding amphbians require unpolluted, well-vegetated, still water, retained for 
long enough each year for tadpoles and efts to complete development.

• To survive on land, adults and juveniles need undisturbed, semi-natural, habitat, providing an 
abundant invertebrate food supply and shelter from frost, high temperatures, drought and 
predation.

Examples from left to right top to bottom: Commonfrog (Examples from left to right top to bottom: Common frog
(Rana temporaria) Norman Crowson, Frogspawn - lillitve, Great crested newt (Triturus cristatus) WitR, Palmate

newt (Triturus helveticus) MikeLane45
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